
THE FRESHMEN PORTFOLIO:

Building Family and

School Relationships to Maximize 

Student Achievement



About Tomball ISD

1 Alternative Campus

15,000 Students

2,000 Employees

2 High Schools

3 Jr. High Schools

3 Intermediates

10 Elementaries

1 Alternative Campus



About Tomball ISD Special 
Education

Low 
Socioeconomic

22.5%

8%





21st Century Skills for Students

u Critical thinking & Problem Solving

u Collaboration & Leadership

u Agility & Adaptability

u Initiative & Entrepreneurialism

u Effective Oral & Written Communication

u Accessing & Analyzing Information

u Curiosity & Imagination



PROJECT LEAD THE WAY

u Approach to STEM learning 

ü Beyond study of science, technology, engineering & math

ü Curriculum is activity, project & problem -based

ü Student-led learning

ü Applies cross-disciplinary knowledge to solve real -life challenges

u PLTW taught by 3 full -time instructors at both high schools



Team approach to 

keeping students 

on track.

Frequent 

Communication.



Counseling Program

u College Aspirations

u Academic Planning for College and Career Readiness 

u Enrichment and Extracurricular Engagement 

u College and Career Exploration and Selection Processes 

u College and Career Assessments 

u College Affordability Planning 

u College and Career Admission Processes 

u Transition from High School Graduation to College Enrollment 



Junior High

u Parent Orientation 

u Mid-Year Parent Conferences 

u Explore Career Clusters and Careers

u Complete Strengths Explorer

u Build 4 Year Course Plan 

u HB 5/Endorsement Parent Meeting 

u Endorsement Selection 



u Freshman Portfolio Meeting 

u Revisit 4 Year Course Plan 

u Revisit Endorsement Selection

u Career Cluster Assessment 

u Post-Secondary Goal Setting 

u Generate list of potential colleges 



u Parent Meeting

u Sophomore Conference

u Revisit 4-Year Plan

u Attend Lunch and Learns

10 th Grade

PSAT Practice Test

Endorsements

Build Resume



u Parent Meeting

u AP/DC Meeting 

u Junior Conferences 

u Revisit 4-Year Plan

u Revisit Endorsement Selection

u Complete Career Interest Profiler

u Attend Lunch & Learn ðJunior Series



u Parent Meetings

u Senior Conferences

u Post-Secondary Goals

u Financial Aid

u Attend Lunch and Learns

12 th Grade

Apply to colleges

Fill out FAFSA

Complete resume



FAMILY CONNECTION



Endorsements 



Freshman Portfolio

Individual, face -to-face

meetings with parents & 

students

Graduation plan & beyond


