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Sensory Deficit
Difficulty processing information through the senses – not able to organize and interpret information in an appropriate or meaningful way

I
Types of Deficits
· Over-Responsive
Students feel overwhelmed with information and outside sensations – “sensory overload” 
· Under-Responsive
Students not getting enough sensory stimulation and become withdrawn – cannot maintain an alertness; may exhibit repeated over-stimulating or “self-stimming” behavior
II
Sensory Systems

· Tactile (touch) system 
provides information on light touch, pain, temperature, and pressure. If a child suffers from dysfunction in the tactile system, he may experience light touch or a gentle hug as intense or aversive, he may find certain kinds of fabrics or clothing irritating, may refuse to eat foods of a particular texture, and may avoid touching or handling certain kinds of objects. 
·  Vestibular system 
involves structures within the inner ear (the semi-circular canals) that detect movement and changes in the position of your head. If you were to close your eyes for a moment and tilt your head, you would know that your head is tilted even without having the visual input because your vestibular system provides that information. If a child's vestibular system doesn't develop or integrate normally, she may be hypersensitive to vestibular stimulation and have fearful reactions to ordinary childhood activities. 
· Proprioceptive system 
provides feedback from your muscles, joints, and tendons and enables you to know your body's position in space. If there is a disturbance in the proprioceptive system, the child may be clumsy, fall, seem to maintain abnormal body postures, have difficulty manipulating small objects, and may resist trying different movements.  
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III
Signs of Sensory Integration Dysfunction
· Overly sensitive to touch, movement, sights
· Inability to habituate to sounds and fear with unexpected noises
· Easily distracted
· Holding hands over ears in complex environment
· Avoids tastes, smells, or textures normally tolerated by children that age
· Activity level that is unusually high or unusually low
· Impulsive, lacking in self-control
· Inability to unwind or calm self
· Poor self-concept
· Social and/or emotional problems
· Physical clumsiness or apparent carelessness
· Hesitation going up or down stairs
· Difficulty making transitions from one situation to another
· Holding on to walls, furniture, people, or objects, even in familiar settings
· Delays in speech, language, or motor skills
· Delays in academic achievement
· Seeks out movement activities, but poor endurance and tires quickly
IV
Behavioral Strategies

· Modifications/ideas
· Voice level
· Using Team approach
· Physical issues which effect other students’ behavior
V

Boarding Strategies

· Positioning
· Sequence of movements
· Personal Space

· Fidgeting – allowing for movement

VI
Seating/Occupant Restraint Strategies

· Position on bus
· Position in seat
· Types of restraints/physical sensation challenges
· Perfect fit of vest/belt, etc.
VI
Evacuation Strategies

· Practice ahead of time

· Know the boundaries of sensation, auditory, touch

· Ability to be flexible - Simple commands

· Awareness of others on bus and assistance teams
