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AN ACT
relating to public school accountability, including assessment,
and curriculum requirements; providing a criminal penalty.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:

SECTION 1. (a) Section 7.010(c), Education Code, is amended
to read as follows:

(c) The electronic student records system must permit an
authorized state or district official or an authorized
representative of an institution of higher education to
electronically transfer to and from an educational institution in
which the student is enrolled and retrieve student transcripts,

including information concerning a student's:

(1) course or grade completion;

(2) teachers of record;

(3) assessment instrument results;

(4) receipt of special education services, including

placement in a special education program and the individualized
education program developed; and
(5) personal graduation plan as described by Section

28.0212 or 28.02121, as applicable.

(b) This section applies beginning with the 2014-2015
school year.
SECTION 2. (a) Section 7.062(e), Education Code, is amended

to read as follows:
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(e) The rules must:
(1) 1limit the amount of assistance provided through a
grant to not more than:
(A) for a construction project, $200 per square
foot of the science laboratory to be constructed; or
(B) for a renovation project, $100 per square
foot of the science laboratory to be renovated;
(2) require a school district to demonstrate, as a
condition of eligibility for a grant, that the existing district
science laboratories are insufficient in number to comply with the

curriculum requirements imposed for the distinguished level of

achievement under the foundation [xecommended and advanced] high

school program [p¥xeg¥xams] under Section 28.025 [28-0254{b=1)}{(H)];
and
(3) provide for ranking school districts that apply

for grants on the basis of wealth per student and giving priority in
the award of grants to districts with low wealth per student.

(b) This section applies beginning with the 2014-2015
school year.

SECTION 3. Subchapter C, Chapter 7, Education Code, 1is
amended by adding Section 7.004 to read as follows:

Sec. 7.064. CAREER AND TECHNOLOGY CONSORTIUM. (a) The

commissioner shall investigate available options for the state to

join a consortium of states for the purpose of developing sequences

of academically rigorous career and technology courses in career

areas that are high-demand, high-wage career areas in this state.

(b) The curricula for the courses must 1include the
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appropriate essential knowledge and skills adopted under

Subchapter A, Chapter 28.

(c) If the commissioner determines that Jjoining a

consortium of states for this purpose would be beneficial for the

educational and career success of students in the state, the

commissioner may join the consortium on behalf of the state.

SECTION 4. (a) Section 12.111(b), Education Code, 1is
amended to read as follows:

(b) A charter holder of an open-enrollment charter school
shall consider including in the school's charter a requirement that
the school develop and administer personal graduation plans under

Sections [Seetioen] 28.0212 and 28.02121.

(b) This section applies beginning with the 2014-2015
school year.

SECTION 5. (a) Section 25.083, Education Code, is amended
to read as follows:

Sec. 25.083. SCHOOL DAY INTERRUPTIONS. (a) The board of
trustees of each school district shall adopt and strictly enforce a
policy limiting interruptions of classes during the school day for
nonacademic activities such as announcements and sales promotions.
At a minimum, the policy must 1limit announcements other than

emergency announcements to once during the school day.

(b) The board of trustees of each school district shall

adopt and strictly enforce a policy limiting the removal of

students from class for remedial tutoring or test preparation. A

district may not remove a student from a regularly scheduled class

for remedial tutoring or test preparation if, as a result of the
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removal, the student would miss more than 10 percent of the school

days on which the class is offered, unless the student's parent or

another person standing 1in parental relation to the student

provides to the district written consent for removal from class for

such purpose.

(b) This section applies beginning with the 2013-2014
school year.

SECTION 6. (a) The heading to Section 25.092, Education
Code, is amended to read as follows:

Sec. 25.092. MINIMUM ATTENDANCE FOR CLASS CREDIT OR FINAL
GRADE .

(b) This section applies beginning with the 2013-2014
school year.

SECTION 7. (a) Sections 25.092(a), (a-1), (b), and (4),
Education Code, are amended to read as follows:

(a) Except as provided by this section, a student in any

grade level from kindergarten through grade 12 may not be given

credit or a final grade for a class unless the student is in

attendance for at least 90 percent of the days the class is offered.
(a-1) A student who is in attendance for at least 75 percent
but less than 90 percent of the days a class is offered may be given

credit or a final grade for the class if the student completes a

plan approved by the school's principal that provides for the
student to meet the instructional requirements of the class. A
student under the jurisdiction of a court in a criminal or juvenile

justice proceeding may not receive credit or a final grade under

this subsection without the consent of the judge presiding over the
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student's case.
(b) The board of trustees of each school district shall
appoint one or more attendance committees to hear petitions for

class credit or a final grade by students who are in attendance

fewer than the number of days required under Subsection (a) and have

not earned class credit or a final grade under Subsection (a-1).

Classroom teachers shall comprise a majority of the membership of

the committee. A committee may give class credit or a final grade

to a student because of extenuating circumstances. Each board of
trustees shall establish guidelines to determine what constitutes
extenuating circumstances and shall adopt policies establishing
alternative ways for students to make up work or regain credit or a

final grade lost because of absences. The alternative ways must

include at least one option that does not require a student to pay a
fee authorized under Section 11.158(a) (15). A certified public
school employee may not be assigned additional instructional duties
as a result of this section outside of the regular workday unless
the employee is compensated for the duties at a reasonable rate of
pay.

(d) If a student is denied credit or a final grade for a

class by an attendance committee, the student may appeal the
decision to the board of trustees. The decision of the board may be
appealed by trial de novo to the district court of the county in
which the school district's central administrative office 1is
located.

(b) This section applies beginning with the 2013-2014

school year.
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SECTION 8. (a) Section 28.002, Education Code, is amended
by amending Subsection (c) and adding Subsections (g-1), (g-2), and
(0) to read as follows:

(c) The State Board of Education, with the direct
participation of educators, parents, business and industry
representatives, and employers shall by rule identify the essential
knowledge and skills of each subject of the required curriculum
that all students should be able to demonstrate and that will be
used in evaluating instructional materials under Chapter 31 and
addressed on the assessment instruments required under Subchapter
B, Chapter 39. As a condition of accreditation, the board shall
require each district to provide instruction in the essential

knowledge and skills at appropriate grade levels and to make

available to each high school student in the district an Algebra IT

course.

(g—1) A district may also offer a course or other activity,

including an apprenticeship or training hours needed to obtain an

industry-recognized credential or certificate, that is approved by

the board of trustees for credit without obtaining State Board of

Education approval if:

(1) the district develops a program under which the

district partners with a public or private institution of higher

education and local business, labor, and community leaders to

develop and provide the courses; and

(2) the course or other activity allows students to

enter:

(A) a career or technology training program in
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the district's region of the state;

(B) an institution of higher education without
remediation;

(C) an apprenticeship training program; or

(D) an internship required as part of

accreditation toward an industry-recognized credential or

certificate for course credit.

(g—2) Each school district shall annually report to the

agency the names of the courses, programs, institutions of higher

education, and internships in which the district's students have

enrolled under Subsection (g-1). The agency shall make available

information provided under this subsection to other districts.

(o) In approving career and technology courses, the State

Board of Education must determine that at least 50 percent of the

approved courses are cost—-effective for a school district to

implement.

(b) This section applies beginning with the 2014-2015
school year.

SECTION 9. Subchapter A, Chapter 28, Education Code, 1is
amended by adding Section 28.00222 to read as follows:

Sec. 28.00222. INCREASE IN ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY AND

CAREER-RELATED COURSES. (a) Not later than September 1, 2014, the

State Board of Education shall ensure that at least six advanced

career and technology education or technology applications

courses, including courses in personal financial literacy

consistent with Section 28.0021 and in statistics, are approved to

satisfy a fourth credit in mathematics.




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

H.B. No. 5

(b) Not later than January 1, 2015, the commissioner shall

review and report to the governor, the lieutenant governor, the

speaker of the house of representatives, and the presiding officer

of each standing committee of the legislature with primary

responsibility over public primary and secondary education

regarding the progress of increasing the number of courses approved

for the career and technology education or technology applications

curriculum. The commissioner shall include in the report a

detailed description of any new courses, including instructional

materials and required equipment, if any.

(c) This section expires September 1, 2015.

SECTION 10. (a) Section 28.014, Education Code, is amended
to read as follows:

Sec. 28.014. COLLEGE PREPARATORY COURSES. (a) Each school

district shall partner with at least one institution of higher

education to develop and provide [Fheecommissionerofeducationand

mathematics [+—seiencer—sociat—studies,] and English language

arts. The courses must be designed:

(1) for students at the 12th grade level whose

performance on:

(A) [whodonotmeet college yeadiness standards

or] an end-of-course assessment instrument required under Section

39.023(c) does not meet college readiness standards; or

(B) coursework, a college entrance examination,
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or an assessment instrument designated under Section 51.3062(c)

indicates that the student is not ready to perform entry-level

college coursework; and

(2) to prepare students for success in entry-level
college courses.

(b) A course developed under this section must be provided:

(1) on the campus of the high school offering the

course; oOr

(2) through distance learning or as an online course

provided through an institution of higher education with which the

school district partners as provided by Subsection (a).

(c) Appropriate faculty of each high school offering

courses under this section and appropriate faculty of each

institution of higher education with which the school district

partners shall meet regularly as necessary to ensure that each

course 1s aligned with college readiness expectations. The

commissioner of education, in coordination with the commissioner of

higher education, may adopt rules to administer this subsection.

(d) Each school district shall provide a notice to each

district student to whom Subsection (a) applies and the student's

parent or guardian regarding the benefits of enrolling in a course

under this section.

(e) A student who successfully completes an English

language arts [2] course developed under this section may use the

credit earned in the course toward satisfying the advanced English

language arts [appricable—mathematices—or—seience] curriculum
requirement for the foundation [recommended—or advanced] high
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school program under Section 28.025(b-1) (1) [28-625]. A student

who successfully completes a mathematics course developed under

this section may use the credit earned in the course toward

satisfying an advanced mathematics curriculum requirement under

Section 28.025 after completion of the mathematics curriculum

requirements for the foundation high school program under Section

28.025(b-1) (2).

(f) A course provided under this section may be offered for

dual credit at the discretion of the institution of higher

education with which a school district partners under this section.

(g) Each school district, in consultation with each

institution of higher education with which the district partners,

qt

shall develop or purchase [{e)—TFheagency,—in—consut

10
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instructional materials for a course developed under this section

consistent [+in—aeccordance] with Chapter 31. The instructional

materials must include technology resources that enhance the
effectiveness of the course and draw on established best practices.

(h) [+£+] To the extent applicable, a district [£he

commissioner] shall draw from curricula and instructional

materials developed under Section [Seetiens] 28.008 [and—61-0763]

in developing a course and related instructional materials under

this section. A [NetZtaterthan September 1, 2010,—the State Boaxrd

shall —make—each] course developed under this section and the

related instructional materials shall be made available to students

[seheoelt—distriets] not later than the 2014-2015 school year. [&As

rocgiirad bz Ciabhon~td 1 ~An (o) 2 ol A1 o4 1
T Coo T ooy oo O T oo T o oot T

1

peyreent of too crbodeantle grade for a course developed vwroer this
sectionnottaterthanthe 2014=2015 school—year-] This subsection
expires September 1, 2015.

11
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(b) This section applies beginning with the 2013-2014
school year.

SECTION 11. Section 28.0211, Education Code, is amended by
amending Subsection (m) and adding Subsection (m-1) to read as
follows:

(m) The commissioner shall certify, not later than July 1 of
each school year or as soon as practicable thereafter, whether
sufficient funds have been appropriated statewide for the purposes

of this section and Section 28.0217. A determination by the

commissioner is final and may not be appealed. For purposes of

certification, the commissioner shall consider:

(1) the average cost per student per assessment

instrument administration;

(2) the number of students that require accelerated

instruction because the student failed to perform satisfactorily on

an assessment instrument;

(3) whether sufficient funds have been appropriated to

provide support to students in grades three through 12 identified

as being at risk of dropping out of school, as defined in Section

29.081(d); and

(4) whether sufficient funds have been appropriated to

provide instructional materials that are aligned with the

assessment instruments under Sections 39.023(a) and (c).

(m-1) For purposes of certification under Subsection (m),

the commissioner may not consider Foundation School Program funds

except for compensatory education funds under Section

42.152. This section may be implemented only if the commissioner

12
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certifies that sufficient funds have been appropriated during a
school year for administering the accelerated instruction programs

specified under this section and Section 28.0217, including teacher

training for that purpose.
SECTION 12. (a) The heading to Section 28.0212, Education
Code, is amended to read as follows:

Sec. 28.0212. JUNIOR HIGH OR MIDDLE SCHOOL PERSONAL

GRADUATION PLAN.

(b) This section applies beginning with the 2014-2015
school year.

SECTION 13. (a) Sections 28.0212(a) and (b), Education
Code, are amended to read as follows:

(a) A principal of a junior high or middle school shall

designate a school [guidanece] counselor, teacher, or other
appropriate individual to develop and administer a personal
graduation plan for each student enrolled in the [a&] Jjunior high
or [+] middle [+—e¥high] school who:

(1) does not perform satisfactorily on an assessment
instrument administered under Subchapter B, Chapter 39; or

(2) is not 1likely to receive a high school diploma
before the fifth school year following the student's enrollment in
grade level nine, as determined by the district.

(b) A personal graduation plan under this section must:

(1) identify educational goals for the student;
(2) include diagnostic information, appropriate
monitoring and intervention, and other evaluation strategies;

(3) include an intensive instruction program

13
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described by Section 28.0213;

(4) address participation of the student's parent or
guardian, including consideration of the parent's or guardian's
educational expectations for the student; and

(5) provide innovative methods to promote the
student's advancement, including flexible scheduling, alternative
learning environments, on-line instruction, and other
interventions that are proven to accelerate the learning process
and have been scientifically wvalidated to improve learning and
cognitive ability.

(b) This section applies beginning with the 2014-2015
school year.

SECTION 14. (a) Subchapter B, Chapter 28, Education Code,
is amended by adding Section 28.02121 to read as follows:

Sec. 28.02121. HIGH SCHOOL PERSONAL GRADUATION PLAN. (a)

The agency, in consultation with the Texas Workforce Commission and

the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board, shall prepare and

make available to each school district in English and Spanish

information that explains the advantages of the distinguished level

of achievement described by Section 28.025(b-15) and each

endorsement described by Section 28.025(c-1). The information must

contain an explanation:

(1) concerning the benefits of choosing a high school

personal graduation plan that includes the distinguished level of

achievement under the foundation high school program and includes

one or more endorsements to enable the student to achieve a class

rank in the top 10 percent for students at the campus; and

14
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(2) that encourages parents, to the greatest extent

practicable, to have the student choose a high school personal

graduation plan described by Subdivision (1).

(b) A school district shall publish the information

provided to the district under Subsection (a) on the Internet

website of the district and ensure that the information 1is

available to students in grades nine and above and the parents or

legal guardians of those students in the language in which the

parents or legal guardians are most proficient. A district is

required to provide information wunder this subsection in the

language in which the parents or legal guardians are most

proficient only if at least 20 students in a grade level primarily

speak that language.

(c) A principal of a high school shall designate a school

counselor or school administrator to review personal graduation

plan options with each student entering grade nine together with

that student's parent or guardian. The personal graduation plan

options reviewed must include the distinguished level of

achievement described by Section 28.025(b-15) and the endorsements

described by Section 28.025(c-1). Before the conclusion of the

school year, the student and the student's parent or guardian must

confirm and sign a personal graduation plan for the student.

(d) A personal graduation plan under Subsection (c) must

identify a course of study that:

(1) promotes:

(A) college and workforce readiness; and

(B) career placement and advancement; and

15
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(2) facilitates the student's transition from

secondary to postsecondary education.

(e) A school district may not prevent a student and the

student's parent or guardian from confirming a personal graduation

plan that includes pursuit of a distinguished level of achievement

or an endorsement.

stuaen may amen e stuaen S ersona Yaauation
(f) A student d th tudent's p 1 graduati

plan after the initial confirmation of the plan under this section.

If a student amends the student's personal graduation plan, the

school shall send written notice to the student's parents regarding

the change.

(b) This section applies beginning with the 2014-2015
school year.

SECTION 15. Subchapter B, Chapter 28, Education Code, 1is
amended by adding Section 28.0217 to read as follows:

Sec. 28.0217. ACCELERATED INSTRUCTION FOR HIGH SCHOOL

STUDENTS. Each time a student fails to perform satisfactorily on an

assessment instrument administered under Section 39.023(c), the

school district in which the student attends school shall provide

to the student accelerated instruction in the applicable subject

area, using funds appropriated for accelerated instruction under

Section 28.0211. Accelerated instruction may require

participation of the student before or after normal school hours

and may include participation at times of the year outside normal

school operations.

SECTION 1lo. (a) Section 28.025, Education Code, is amended

by amending Subsections (a), (b), (b-1), (b-2), (b-3), (b-4),

16



10

11

12

13

14

15

le

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

H.B. No. 5

(b=-5), (b=-7), (b-9), (b-10), (b-11), and (e) and adding Subsections

(b-12), (b-13), (b-14), (b-15), (b-16), (b-17), (b-18), (b-19),

(c-1), (c-2), (c-3), (c-4), (c-5), (e-1), (e-2), (e-3), (h), (h-1),
and (h-2) to read as follows:

(a) The State Board of Education by rule shall determine

curriculum requirements for the foundation [minimum—recommended

and—advaneed] high school program [p¥xegxams] that are consistent

with the required curriculum under Section 28.002. The [Subjeect—teo

Subseection{b=1),the] State Board of Education shall designate the

specific courses in the foundation curriculum wunder Section

28.002(a) (1) required under [for—a—student—participatingin] the

foundation [minimum,—recommended,—or—advanced] high school

program. Except as provided by this section [Subseetion—{b=1)],

the State Board of Education may not designate a specific course or
a specific number of credits in the enrichment curriculum as
requirements for the [xrecommended] program.

(b) A school district shall ensure that each student, on

entering ninth grade, indicates in writing an endorsement under

Subsection (c-1) that the student intends to earn. A district shall

permit a student to choose, at any time, to earn an endorsement

other than the endorsement the student previously indicated. A

student may graduate under the foundation high school program

without earning an endorsement if, after the student's sophomore

ear :

(1) the student and the student's parent or person

standing in parental relation to the student are advised by a school

counselor of the specific benefits of graduating from high school

17
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with one or more endorsements; and

(2) the student's parent or person standing in

parental relation to the student files with a school counselor

written permission, on a form adopted by the agency, allowing the

student to graduate under the foundation high school program

without earning an endorsement [enxrells—inthecourses—necessary+to

(b-1) The State Board of Education by rule shall require

that [+

[(1\ avvoant Wl nrovzidad bz
=7 25 = (=) T \A==aS a—us - oY

n
~

curriculum vrequirements for the foundation [xecommended—and

advaneced] high school program [pxregxams] under Subsection (a)
include a requirement that students successfully complete:

(1) [A>] four credits in English language arts [each

subjeect—of ——+the ——foundatien—ecurriculum] under Section

18
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28.002(a) (1) (A), including one credit in English I, one credit in

English IT, one credit in English III, and one credit in an advanced

English course authorized under Subsection (b-2);

(2) three <credits in mathematics under Section

28.002(a) (1) (B), including one credit in Algebra I, one credit in

geometry, and one credit 1in any advanced mathematics course

authorized under Subsection (b-2);

(3) three credits in science under Section

28.002(a) (1) (C), including one credit in biology, one credit in any

advanced science course authorized under Subsection (b-2), and one

credit in integrated physics and chemistry or in an additional

advanced science course authorized under Subsection (b-2);

(4) three credits 1in social studies under Section

28.002(a) (1) (D) [28+082{ta)+3>], including one credit in United

States history, at least one-half credit in government and at least

one-half credit in economics, and one credit in world geography or

world history [te—meet—the-social-studiesreguirement];

(5) except as provided wunder Subsections (b-12),

(b=13), and (b-14) [{B)>—Ffor the recommendedhigh school program],

two credits in the same language in a language other than English

under Section 28.002(a) (2) (A) [and—Ffexr—the—advanced—high——schoolt

(6) five [{&)—Ffoxr——the —recommended—high—schoolt
pregyram—six] cloctive credits [ands—Ffer +the advanced high sehoot

19
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28.002(a) (2)(D); and
(8) [4B)+] except as provided by Subsection (b-11), one
credit in physical education under Section 28.002(a) (2) (C).
(b-2) In adopting rules under Subsection (b-1), the State

Board of Education shall provide for [a3dew] a student to comply

with the curriculum requirements for an advanced English course

under Subsection (b-1)(1) taken after successful completion of

English I, English II, and English III, for an advanced [&]

mathematics course under Subsection (b-1)(2) [Hb=1)r(1)}] taken

after the successful completion of Algebra I and geometry, and for
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T = T

10
T

B

f+rov +hao cirn oo fy
T—cCT cTT =4 Sa—r

1 compl ot
=2 == 233 SR ST

any advanced [edither

concurrently-with-Algeb¥yra—TII-ex—a] science course under Subsection

@»

mocacofial oom

1 nlaoat
= oo ottt

1-o0n of o-X
TOTT

2 3 b
Y Tt T == T 1= 3

concurrentty—with physies] by successfully completing a course in

the appropriate content area that has been approved as an advanced
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(b-3) In adopting rules for purposes of Subsection (b-2) [+e

=131 ){A)], the State Board of Education must approve a variety

of advanced English, mathematics, and science courses that may be

taken [after—the—completion—-of Algebra—TII andphysies] to comply
with the foundation high school [recommended] program

requirements, provided that each approved course prepares students

to enter the workforce successfully or postsecondary education

without remediation.

(b-4) A school district may offer the curriculum described

in Subsections (b-1) (1) through (4) [Subseetion{b=1)}(1}{(A)] in an

applied manner. Courses delivered in an applied manner must cover
the essential knowledge and skills, and the student shall be
administered the applicable end-of-course assessment instrument as
provided by Sections 39.023(c) and 39.025.

(b-5) A school district may offer a mathematics or science

course to be taken by a student after completion of Algebra II and

physics [

Cirhoncot
ISav=Sas) =

Fon—b=1){1){A)>]. A course approved under this subsection

must be endorsed by an institution of higher education as a course
for which the institution would award course credit or as a
prerequisite for a course for which the institution would award
course credit.

(b=7) The State Board of Education, in coordination with the
Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board, shall adopt rules to

ensure that a student may comply with the curriculum requirements

21
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under the foundation /[minimum,—recommended—or—advanced] high

school program or for an endorsement under Subsection (c-1) [fex

] . S : "y L eul : .
; S for 1 , ] Lie : .

28-0024a){2){A)] by successfully completing appropriate courses in

the core curriculum of an institution of higher education under

Section 61.822. Notwithstanding Subsection (b-15) or (c) of this

section, Section 39.025, or any other provision of this code and

notwithstanding any school district policy, a student who has

completed the core curriculum of an institution of higher education

under Section 61.822, as certified by the institution in accordance

with commissioner rule, is considered to have earned a

distinguished level of achievement under the foundation high school

program and is entitled to receive a high school diploma from the

appropriate high school as that high school is determined in

accordance with commissioner rule. A student who is considered to

have earned a distinguished 1level of achievement under the

foundation high school program under this subsection may apply for

admission to an institution of higher education for the first

semester or other academic term after the semester or other

academic term in which the student completes the core curriculum.

(b-9) A school district, with the approval of the

commissioner, may allow [Fhe—agencyshallestablishapilotprogram
atteowing] a student [attending school inacounty with o peopultation

o morae +han TE ~ayoont ~Ff +hA
Ho-F t o—PeE Hec—O+—+t+t

poputration—resides—ina—singlte—municipatity] to satisfy the fine
arts credit required under Subsection (b-1)(7) [=1)434{A)] by
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participating in a community-based fine arts program not provided

by the school district in which the student is enrolled. The fine

arts program must provide instruction in the essential knowledge

and skills identified for fine arts by the State Board of Education

under Section 28.002(c). The fine arts program may be provided on or

off a school campus and outside the regular school day. [Netdater

+han NDNacaomhaoay 1
SEE S A ot

2010 +hao ancsz ochal1l v Axz4
Zz oo Tt T v

aWa 3 ] 1
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(b-10) A school district, with the approval of the

commissioner, may allow a student to comply with the curriculum

requirements for the physical education credit required under

Subsection (b-=1)(8) [{b=1)4334B)] by participating in a private or
commercially sponsored physical activity program provided on or off
a school campus and outside the regular school day.

(b-11) In adopting rules under Subsection (b-1), the State
Board of Education shall allow a student who is wunable to
participate in physical activity due to disability or illness to
substitute one credit in English language arts, mathematics,

science, or social studies, one credit in a course that is offered

for credit as provided by Section 28.002(g-1), or one academic

elective credit for the physical education credit required under

Subsection (b-1)(8) [{b=1

<

(3B . A credit allowed to be

substituted under this subsection may not also be used by the
student to satisfy a graduation requirement other than completion
of the physical education credit. The rules must provide that the

determination regarding a student's ability to participate in

23
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physical activity will be made by:

(1) if the student receives special education services
under Subchapter A, Chapter 29, the student's admission, review,
and dismissal committee;

(2) if the student does not receive special education
services under Subchapter A, Chapter 29, but is covered by Section
504, Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (29 U.S.C. Section 794), the
committee established for the student under that Act; or

(3) if each of the committees described by
Subdivisions (1) and (2) is inapplicable, a committee established
by the school district of persons with appropriate knowledge
regarding the student.

(b-12) In adopting rules under Subsection (b-1), the State

Board of Education shall adopt criteria to allow a student to comply

with the curriculum requirements for the two credits in a language

other than English required wunder Subsection (b-1)(5) by

substituting two credits in computer programming languages.

(b-13) In adopting rules under Subsection (b-1), the State

Board of Education shall allow a student to substitute credit in

another appropriate course for the second credit in the same

language in a language other than English otherwise required by

Subsection (b-1)(5) if the student, in completing the first credit

required under Subsection (b-1)(5), demonstrates that the student

is unlikely to be able to complete the second credit. The board

rules must establish:

(1) the standards and, as applicable, the appropriate

school personnel for making a determination under this subsection;

24
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and

(2) appropriate substitute courses for purposes of

this subsection.

(b-14) In adopting rules under Subsection (b-1), the State

Board of Education shall allow a student who, due to disability, is

unable to complete two courses in the same language in a language

other than English, as provided under Subsection (b-1)(5), to

substitute for those credits two credits in English language arts,

mathematics, science, or social studies or two credits in career

and technology education, technology applications, or other

academic electives. A credit allowed to be substituted under this

subsection may not also be used by the student to satisfy a

graduation credit requirement other than credit for completion of a

language other than English. The rules must provide that the

determination regarding a student's ability to participate in

language-other-than-English courses will be made by:

(1) if the student receives special education services

under Subchapter A, Chapter 29, the student's admission, review,

and dismissal committee; or

(2) if the student does not receive special education

services under Subchapter A, Chapter 29, but is covered by Section

504, Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (29 U.S.C. Section 794), the

committee established for the student under that Act.

(b-15) A student may earn a distinguished level of

achievement under the foundation high school program by

successfully completing:

(1) four credits in mathematics, which must include

25
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Algebra IT and the courses described by Subsection (b-1) (2);

(2) four credits in science, which must include the

courses described by Subsection (b-1) (3);

(3) the remaining curriculum requirements under

Subsection (b-1); and

(4) the curriculum requirements for at least one

endorsement under Subsection (c-1).

(b-16) A student may satisfy an elective credit required

under Subsection (b-1)(6) with a credit earned to satisfy the

additional curriculum requirements for the distinguished level of

achievement wunder the foundation high school program or an

endorsement under Subsection (c-1). This subsection may apply to

more than one elective credit.

(b-17) The State Board of Education shall adopt rules to

ensure that a student may comply with the curriculum requirements

under Subsection (b-1)(6) by successfully completing an advanced

career and technical course, including a course that may lead to an

industry-recognized credential or certificate or an associate

degree.
(b-18) 1In adopting rules under Subsection (b-1), the State

Board of Education shall allow a student to comply with the

curriculum requirements under Subsection (b-1) by successfully

completing a dual credit course.

(b-19) In adopting rules under Subsection (b-1), the State

Board of Education shall adopt criteria to allow a student to comply

with curriculum requirements for the world geography or world

history credit under Subsection (b-1)(4) by successfully

26



10

11

12

13

14

15

le

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

H.B. No. 5

completing a combined world history and world geography course

developed by the State Board of Education.

(c-1) A student may earn an endorsement on the student's

diploma and transcript by successfully completing curriculum

requirements for that endorsement adopted by the State Board of

Education by rule. The State Board of Education by rule shall

provide students with multiple options for earning each

endorsement, including, to the greatest extent possible, coherent

sequences of courses. The State Board of Education by rule must

permit a student to enroll in courses under more than one

endorsement curriculum before the student's Jjunior vyear. An

endorsement under this subsection may be earned in any of the

following categories:

(1) science, technology, engineering, and mathematics

(STEM), which includes courses directly related to science,

including environmental science, technology, including computer

science, engineering, and advanced mathematics;

(2) Dbusiness and industry, which includes courses

directly related to database management, information technology,

communications, accounting, finance, marketing, graphic design,

architecture, construction, welding, logistics, automotive

technology, agricultural science, 